
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM 
  Speaker, Robert Emerson 
 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during June: 

Songleader: David (5), Peter (12), 
Stanley (19), Larry (26) 

Reading: David 
Announcements: Marty 
Table: Mike B, Robert, Larry, Mike  

Wednesday Lesson: Stanley (1), Kris (8), 
Larry (15), Stanley (22), Kris (29) 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Kris (5), 
Marty (12), Stanley (19), Larry (26) 

Area Meetings:  
College View (12-15); 4th Street 
Cullman (12-17); Elgin Hills 
Rogersville (12-17); Isbell (19-22); 
Hillsboro Heights Moulton (26-30); 
Gooch Lane (6/25-7/1) 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“…Now He who 
prepared us for this 
very purpose is God, 
who gave to us the 
Spirit as a pledge,” 
 

— 2 Corinthians 5:5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” —1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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Understanding the Guarantee 

of the Holy Spirit 
 

By Matthew W. Bassford 
 

To my knowledge, this concept 
appears three times in Scripture, 
all within the body of Paul’s 
writings: 2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5, 
and Ephesians 1:13,14. 
“Guarantee” is the ESV rendering 
of the Greek ἀρραβών (arrabōn). 
Other translations use “earnest” 
(KJV), “deposit” (NIV), “down 
payment” (CSB), or “pledge” 
(NASB). 

I think it’s helpful to consider 
the nuances of all these words in 
order to figure out what Paul is 
saying here. An ἀρραβών 
(arrabōn) is more than a promise. 
Instead, it is a tangible symbol of 
good faith. If I were to rent an 
apartment, my mere promise 
wouldn’t be enough to convince 

the landlord that I wouldn’t trash 
the place. I’d have to put down a 
deposit, and if I left the apartment 
knee-deep in filth, I’d lose the 
deposit. That knowledge would 
presumably keep me from living 
like a pig to the landlord’s benefit. 

Similarly, when I bought my 
house, the lender wasn’t satisfied 
with my avowal that I would honor 
the terms of the loan. They 
required a down payment from 
me. Now, if I lose my job and can 
no longer manage the mortgage, I 
can’t just mail the lender the keys 
and go skipping off into the sunset. 
I will lose tens of thousands of 
dollars if I try. My down payment 
assures the lender that I will follow 
through on my promise, so they 



can lend me money without 
fearing that I will back out. 

Much the same logic applies to 
the guarantee of the Spirit. God 
has made some spectacular 
promises to His people. In  
2 Corinthians 1:22, it is that we 
have been established in Christ 
together with the apostles. In  
2 Corinthians 5:1, we are promised 
a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. In 
Ephesians 3:14, we are promised 
an inheritance in heaven. Paul uses 
the guarantee of the Spirit to 
confirm these three promises. 

The guarantee of the Spirit, 
then, must fill an evidentiary 
function. It must in some way 
confirm God’s good faith. If we live 
for God, but He doesn’t fulfill His 
promises and receive us into 
heaven, we are (to borrow a 
phrase from 1 Corinthians 15) of 
all men most to be pitied. The 
guarantee of the Spirit helps us to 
be sure that God isn’t playing us 
for chumps. 

A Personal Indwelling? 
Many Christians believe that 

the guarantee of the Spirit refers 
to a personal indwelling of the 
Spirit imparted at the moment of 
salvation. However, that simply 
doesn’t line up with the way Paul 
is using the phrase. Most brethren 
who believe in this personal 
indwelling do not think that they 

have been given any miraculous 
gifts along with it. The Spirit within 
them cannot be seen or felt. At 
most, He affects their conduct, but 
in a way that is indistinguishable 
from ordinary human impulse. 

If that’s all the Spirit is doing, 
He is in no way a guarantee of 
anything. He offers no proof, 
either to that Christian or to 
anyone else, that an inheritance in 
heaven is waiting for them. Such a 
“guarantee” is equivalent to a 0% 
down payment, and we saw during 
the Great Recession how well 
guarantees like that worked! 

A Sign of Good Faith 
Once we understand that the 

context requires the guarantee of 
the Holy Spirit to be a tangible sign 
of good faith, we don’t have much 
trouble figuring out what Paul is 
talking about. In the first century, 
this requirement was fulfilled by 
miraculous spiritual gifts. Need 
more assurance that God will give 
you eternal life? Look at this guy 
who can speak 20 different foreign 
languages that he never studied. 
Look at this other guy who can 
heal the sick instantaneously and 
even raise the dead. No subjective 
assurance in the heart can 
compare with evidence like that! 

Today, of course, the 
miraculous spiritual gifts have 
departed. However, we still 
possess the work of the Spirit in 

the form of the word. Now the 
Bible is the guarantee of our 
inheritance. It doesn’t merely 
repeat the promises of God. It 
confirms that those promises can 
be believed. 

First and foremost, the 
Scriptures present a case for the 
resurrection of the Lord that even 
the most committed skeptics can’t 
debunk, and from the 
resurrection, every other element 
of our faith follows. We find similar 
evidence in the pattern of fulfilled 
prophecy. Without divine help, 
David could not possibly have 
known that Jesus’ enemies would 
gather around Him, mock Him for 
trusting in God, pierce His hands 
and His feet, and gamble for His 

clothes. However, David predicted 
those things 1000 years before the 
Lord drew His first breath, and 
there are dozens of similar 
examples. The work of the Spirit 
thus provides us with the 
assurance that we can trust God. 

Here, as always, the Bible calls 
us to a reasoned faith. We’re not 
asked to believe because of a 
guarantee that guarantees 
nothing. We are asked to believe in 
a future that we cannot see 
because of Spirit-provided 
evidence that we can see. This is 
how the guarantee of the Spirit 
works: from the hearts of the 
gifted to our hearts through the 
word. 

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Betty is scheduled for cancer 
surgery June 28th at Vanderbilt; 
Robert is wearing a heart monitor. 
Buddy is recovering from surgery; 
Pam has good and bad “knee” 

days. Cindy V is also recovering 
from surgery. Remember all those 
with chronic health issues, 
including Carolyn Dennis, Dot 
Hice, and Joyce Smith. 

 

Theophilus …This is how most folks determine truth: don’t let it be you! 


